ROSE HALL REMODELING PROJECT APPROVED

On November 13, 2006 the Kewaskum Board of Education approved a $1.9 million remodeling project for Kewaskum High School. Rose Hall, an old gymnasium, will be remodeled into a new media center and auditorium while the stage area that is currently used for art classrooms will be reclaimed for the auditorium. Art classrooms will be moved into the space where the old media center is currently located. A special education room will be relocated to make room for a computer lab adjacent to the new media center.              

The purpose of this remodeling project is to increase the educational potential of Kewaskum High School and the school district. The media center is currently located in the back of the facility in an area not conducive to research and study. Auditorium space does not exist anywhere in the school district. Existing art classrooms are not meeting the educational needs of our students. The special education area for students with severe and profound disabilities is in need of a significant upgrade.      

Currently the school district does not have quality space for large-group fine arts productions, academic presentations, staff development, and community activities. With such a space, educational programming for students will be greatly enhanced. As in the case of the media center, an auditorium impacts all students. An auditorium may also bring outside organizations to our community.

Art students will gain a less congested space, with more natural light, a more productive learning environment, and unified storage of materials. Additional display cases in the project area increase the school’s ability to showcase student work. The upgrade to the special education area increases opportunities for students to practice daily-living and work-related skills. This newly designed space will provide wheelchair access that is currently not available.   

The cost of the Project is currently estimated to be $1.9 million. Remodeling Rose Hall and the existing library building is estimated to cost approximately $1.8 million. Replacing the roof over Rose Hall and removing floor tile that contain asbestos will costs an estimated $100,000. The remodeling project will start in early April 2007 and be completed by the start of school next fall. Quasius Construction, located in Sheboygan, is the general contractor for the project.

The project will be funded through the combination of a loan, fund balance, and fundraising. The District can borrow $675,000 from the state at a low interest rate while the remainder of the revenue needed for the project can be taken from the District’s fund balance. Some elements of the Project, such as seats in the auditorium, could be paid for through a fundraising campaign.

